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Collaboration and Accountability Agreement Signed by Fair Trade Certifiers

For the the past year, the Domestic Fair Trade Association has been facilitating a

dialogue among fair trade and social justice standard-setters and certification programs
with the goal of working cooperatively to build a movement for socially just agriculture.

Now several of these organizations along with key stakeholders have signed an

agreement to continue this dialogue, transparently release program information, and
work towards a code of conduct for fair trade and social justice certification programs.

This commitment is an important statement of solidarity within the movement and
understanding that our common vision is stronger than our program differences.

The agreement, which we've called the Boston Accord, was signed by Agricultural

an

Justice Project (AJP) partners including six chapters of the Northeast Organic Farming

Association, Florida Organic Growers, Rural Advancement Foundation International
and El Comite de Apoyo a Los Trabajadores Agricolas as well as the Institute for

Marketecology (IMO) and Scientific Certification Systems (SCS). AJP is the developer of

the first domestic fair trade certification standards and Food Justice Certified label,

IMO

is a respected international fair trade certifier with the Fair for Life label and announced
last year they are looking for pilot projects in North America, and SCS developed the

Certified Fair Labor label for both domestic and international application.

Showing support for this important process, a number of stakeholders from across

the

food and agriculture system also signed the Accord including: Berkshire Co-op Market,

Centro Campesino, Community to Community Development, Dr. Bronner's Magic

Soaps, Equal Exchange, fairDeal Value Chain, Fair World Project, Farmer Direct Co-op,

Midwest Organic Services Association, Once Again Nut Butter, Organic Valley, and
Willamette Seed and Grain.

Member Snapshots

We often talk about our diverse membership and all the great work they are doing,
each contributing something valuable to the domestic fair trade movement. Here are

some example of that diversity and great work.
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The Cooperative Fund of New England is a community development financial institution
that makes loans to cooperatives, employee-owned businesses, and community-based
nonprofits in the Northeast. In 2010 they made 69 loans to food co-ops, co-op housing
groups, and other cooperative or worker owned businesses and nonprofits.

Willamette Grain and Seed, one of our newest members, is a collaboration of farms in

Oregon's Willamette Valley working to produce grains and seeds outside the

conventional commodity market and to build a viable local food system. Watch a short
video about the local movement in
which they are involved.

The Farmworker Association of Florida
works with farmworkers in one of the

4 biggest agricultural states in the U.S. to
@ improve health and working conditions,
raise awareness of toxic pesticides,
address injustices in the workplace, and
educate on immigrant rights.

Get Involved

If you are looking for more ways to get involved with DFTA, here are some ideas.
Make a tax-deductible donation and become a Friend of the DFTA.

Have your organization apply for DFTA membership.

If you already represent a member organization, join a committee.

If you are searching the internet, do it through GoodSearch with DFTA designated as
the organization you support.

And thanks for all that you are already doing to support domestic fair trade.

Contact Information

phone:617-680-9862
web: www.thedfta.org
email: kerstin@thedfta.org
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